Aorto-right atrial fistula following acute type A aortic dissection repair.
This report describes a rare case of aorto-right atrial fistula caused by rupture of a huge pseudoaneurysm that developed at the proximal aortic anastomotic site after total aortic arch replacement for acute type A aortic dissection. Preoperative aortography revealed that the fistula communicated with the right heart, but it was intraoperative Doppler transesophageal echocardiography that confirmed its course into the right atrium. Repeat total aortic arch replacement with concomitant direct closure of the fistula was performed successfully. The underlying cause of the pseudoaneurysm was the dehiscence of sutures at the proximal aortic anastomotic site, probably due to gelatin-resorcin-formaldehyde glue.